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MEDITATIONS ON PSALM XXIII. 4, 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil: for thou art with ine; thy rod and thy stuff, they 

comfort me. j 

Arr thou, O Christian, approaching the borders of the va'ley 
of the shadow of death; and are all earthly things fast fading 
from thy sight? O well is it with thee, and happy shalt thou be ! 
Be of good camfort); He whom thy soul loveth, calleth for thee, 
Rejoice, and .be exceeding glad for thy warfare is accom- 
plished. Behold, thy Zoar is near to flee unto; haste thee thi- 
ther, for eternal rest and fulness of joy await thee! The firma- 
ment which overspreads the waste howling wilderness, may 
be black with clouds, and the windy storm and tempest may 
beat upon thy head; but underneath thee are the everlasting 
arms. The eternal God is thy refuge: and thos thou wilt 
be preserved until this tyranny be overpast. O fear no evil, 
for He is with thee; He will both strengthen and comfot thee. 
He will not forsake thee, when thy strength faileth; for in 
stands engaged to cause thee always to triumph. in Christ. 
Knowest thou not that the righteous is taken away from the evil te 
come, and entereth into peace? (Isa. Ivii. 1, 2.) Thy gracious 
God, having faithfully guided thee by ‘his counsel, ali the 
days of the years of thy pilgrimage, is now on the point of 
receiving thee to glory. ‘Thou hast, painfully experienced that 
all below the skies is vanity and vexation of spirit. Sin has 
mixed the wormwood and the gall with the purest earthly 
joys. Disappointment and change, losses, bereavements, sick- 
ness, and death, are so constantly attendant upon man, that the 
most valuable temporal possessions, and sweetest creature coim- 
forts, perish im the very using. But thou knowest, that when 
thy earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, thou hast a 
building of God, an house pot made with hands, etergai in the 
heavens : there are pleasures for evermore. To these thy God 
is calling thee. Thou art now taking leave for ever of sorrow 
and suffering: there shall be no more curse, no more death ; 
for he that is dead is freed from sin. Sin brought into the 
world the curse, death, and suffering ; and therefore, when siu 
@tpires, and thy released soul springs forth of the body, un- 
blameable in holiness,” rising triumphantly to the throne of Goal ; 
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all the destructive consequences of sin will pass away for ever, 
and unmixed bliss be thy everlasting portion in the presence of 
God and of the Lamb. ‘Thou shalt ‘‘ hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more ; neither shall the sun light on thee by day, no: 
any heat. For the Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, 
shall feed thee, and shall lead thee untoliving fountains of waters : 
and God shall wipe away all tears from thy eyes,”’ 
Bis. Mac. 
—s1o- 
TRE TRIUMPHS OF GRACF IN A DYING HOUR. 

Or all subjects which concern men, death is universnlly ac- 
knowledged to be the most interesting and momentous. It is ap- 
pointed by the irrevocable decree of heaven, that all must die. 
‘* There is no discharge in this warfare.”’ The silver cords of that 
fleeting life, which we now enjoy, must, ere long, be loosened ; 
the pins of this earthly tabernacle must shortly be taken out ; the 
crimson current of our veins must soon stagnate, and the pulse for- 
getto beat; the eye, which now sparkles with life, and the cheek, 
which now blooms with health, must both submit to the stroke of 
the pallid king of terrors ; “‘ because man goeth to his long home, 
and the mourners go about the streets ;"’ for ‘‘ the dust must return 
unto the earth as it was, and the spirit return unto God that gave it.”’ 
But amidst the gloom and horror with which these cénsiderations 
overwhelm our minds, how delightfully consoling is the recollec 
tion of those, (those, indeed, who are now, through faith and pa- 
tience, inheriting the promises,) who, whilst bidding adieu te 
time, and entering upon the confines of eternity, have been seen 
to triamph in the very article of death; to ‘‘ overcome”’ their last 
enemy ‘* through the blood of the Lamb,” and thus to have given 
a most convincing testimony of the faithfulners of a covenant God 
in their dying moments. In. 

le 
HOSPITALITY REWARDED. 

Tar Czar Ivan, Emperor of Russia, who reigned about the 
middle of the sixteenth century, was no less admired for the un 
biassed manner. in which he administered justice, than he was b« 
loved for the benevolence of his heart. Though it was impossible 
for the Czar to. drive poverty from his dominions, yet the industri- 
ous and the unfortunate might always depend upon his care ; an 
he frequently used to conceal his greatness under the garb of mi- 
sery, for the purpose of discovering objects who were really dis- 
tressed. 5 

One day he was resolved to try the disposition of his subjects, 
and see how far they were inclined to afford their fellow-creaturc: 
relief; for this purpose he dressed himself in tattered apparel, and 
sallied out into the street. He walked to a village a short distance 


irom Moscow, and told a piteous tale at almost every door ; bui 


the distress he feigned made no impression upon the inhabitants 
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‘hd not one of them had humanity enough, to give him the least re- 
lief.—Full of indignation at the barbarity of their conduct, he 
was just going to quit the place, when he perceived a solitary cot- 
tage, more humble in appearance than any of those at which he 
had begged. ‘To this humble habitation he bent his footsteps, and 
knocked with apparent humility at the door, which was immedi- 
ately opened by the possessor, who, in a tone of kindness, in- 
ui ired what he wanted, or with whom he wished to speak. 
** [am almost dying with fatigue and hunger,” said the Empe- 
‘and implore you to give me a lodging for the night.’ 
Alas !’’ replied the peasant, ‘‘ you will have but poor fare with 
for, my friend, you’ are come at an unlucky time, as my 
poor wife is in labour, and I doubt you will not be able to ep 
3ut come in ; for at least you will be sheltered from the we: ither 
nd stich as I can give you, you shall be welcome to eat.’ 

The delighted Czar entered the little dwelling ; and the first ob- 
ects that struck him were two children in a cradle asleep; an- 
other, about three years old, was. lying upon an old rug near 
them ; and two others a little older, were upon their knees, pray~- 
ing to the Almighty to preserve their mother, whose complaining 
voice they heard from an inner room. 

‘* Sit down,” said the peasant, “and I will go and get you 
something for supper; for I have not any thing in the house.” He 
soon returned with some eggs, brown bread and honey, of which 
he begged the Emperor would freely eat.—‘* My heart,” continued 
he, ** is too full to eat at present ; for I feel too much for the suffer- 
ings of my beloved wife !’ 

‘** Your charity and hospitality,’’ replied the Emperor, ** must 
bring down blessings upon your head ; and I am sure God will re- 
ward your goodness !”’—** Pray to God, my good friend, that my 
wife may be preserved to me,’’ said the peasant, * for that is all 
i wish for in this world.”’ ‘* And is that all you wish for to make 
youhappy ?” inquired his august visitor. ‘‘ All I wish for?’ he 
rejoined. ‘* Ah! judge for yourself: I have five fine children ; 
a wife who loves me tenderly ; a father and mother, both in good 
health ; and my labour is sufficient to maintain them all !” 

* But your eottage is too small for comfort,’ said the Czar. 

I find it large enough, for it contains us all,’’ replied the man. 
In a short time after this conversation, this contented being’s hap- 
piness was made complete; his wife was safe; another son was 
born, and the delighted parent presented the infant to his royal 
guest. ‘* Look, look!” said he, ‘* this is the sixth she has brought 
me! What a fine child it is! May God preserve him, as he has 
done my others |”? The Czar, affected at the domestic scene, took 
the infant from its fond parent’s arms, and looking in its face, de- 
clared he saw marks of future greatness depicted in his features. 
Che peasant smiled at the prediction, and soon after the happy 
family retired to rest. Their beds were merely made of straw; 
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and the ruler of the great Russian empire stretched himself upon 
a floor of earth. The peasant and his innocent little ones soon 
fell into a profound sleep ; whilst the Czar, unaccustomed to such 
a resting place, sat upright, contemplating the scene around him 
with surprise ! 

The peasant, as he was accustomed, awoke at the break of day, 
when the Emperor informed him he must return to Moscow ; but 
begged he might be god-j uther to the child, who, as was the cus- 
tom of the country, + 18 to be christened in the course of the day. 

‘I will be with Aig said the Emperor, ‘* in the space of a few 
hours. But promise me to wait; and duriag my absence, | will 
mention the treatment I have received, toa benevolent, kind-heart- 
ed man, who, I am sure will be your friend.” The peasant pro- 
mised and kepthis word; but, as his expected guest did not return 
within the time he named, the christening could not be delayed, 
when, just as they were setting out for church, the Emperor's 
body guards were seen preceding several elegant equipages, and 
followed by the Emperor himself! The peasant, of course, could 
not recognize his humble guest in the superb habiliments of the 
prince, and was petrified with astonishment at observing the splen- 
did retinue drawn up before his humble dwelling. The Czar step- 
ped out, and taking the infant from its father’s arms, said, ‘‘ [ pro- 
mised you a god- father this morning, and now I am going to — 
my word. Yesterday you performed the duties of humanity ; 
day Lam come to fulfil the most delightful duty of a sov caaiietbat 
of rewarding virtue. 1 will not remove you from a situation to 
which you do so much honour, and the innocence and tranquillity 
which Il envy ; but I will bestow apes you se h things as shall add 
to your felicity. You shal! have numercus flocks, “rich pastures, 
and a house that will enable you to exercise the duties of hospita- 
lity Your new-born child shall become my ward ; for you may 
remember, that J prophesied he would be fortunate.” 

The happy father could not express his joy, but tears of grati- 
tude ran down his cheeks, and spoke more favourably than words 
The Emperor himself was quite affected, and so were all who be- 
held the pleasing sight. As soon as the christening was over, tl. 
child was restored to the arms of its delighted mother, but witli 
orders from the Czar, that as soon as it was old enough to be wean- 
ed, it should be nursed under his immediate care ; and accordingly 
it was sent tothe palace, where it received the advantage of an ex- 
cellent education, and the Emperor's prognostic at his birth was 
completely fulfilled: for he was, afa proper period, placed at the 
head of one of the first departments in the empire, which he filled 
with advantage to society, and honour to himself. 

—_+o- 
Extractsfrom the 2d Report of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions con- 
vened in this city June last. 
ADDiESS. 

Tue Baptist Board of Foreign Missions have once more the pleasure of 

addressing the friends of the cause of the Redeemer, who are generous!) 
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engaged in giving energy to Missionary exertion. They rejoice in thesuc- 
cess which has thus far attended their labours; and maintain an humble, 
yet entire confidence in His gracious assistance, whose glory in the sal- 
vation of millions must be manifested. 

They are sensible that a series of uninterrupted prosperity ought not to 
be expected. No individual believer, no church of Christ, no societies 
formed and combined for the propagation of the Gospel, have ever enjoy- 
edit. The powers of carth and heliare leagued to impede the kingdom cf 
the Messiah. The Missionary breeze that has descended on the waters of 
the church may, by mistaken persons, be regarded as undesirable, troub- 
Jous, and about to produce no real good. Where a tender and zealous 
concern for the honour ef Christ aad the salvationof men; where a mind 
enlarged by the stuly of prophecy, by the perusalof Missionary Accounts, 
by intercourse with men raised up of God to deny themselves and devote 
their days tolabours among the heathen, exist not, who can be surprised 
that misconception should be followed with false representation, and apa- 
thy condemn the risipgs of cvangelic ardour.—Let mission societies, and 
the boards that conduct their concerns,calculate oa obstructions like these. 

An error against which it becomes the friends of missions carefully to 
guard, is the expectation that their plans and contributions shall tmmediate- 
dy produce great and animatiag effects. A language, and in some instances 
a very difficult one, is to be acquired, before a Missionary can begin his 
labours; when they are commenced, it is merely the seed-time, not the 
harvest. A ministes of Jesus introduced among the heathen, is placed in 
cireumstances peculiarly delicate. Vhen he observes their attachment to 
superstitions which have obtained sanction in the minds of idolaters by the 
approbation of ages, and of thousands of their populace, their priests and 
their philosophers ; a sense of his own insufficiency, the temptatigns of the 
adversary, and the occasional assaults ef unbelief, to which the best of 
men are subicct, may ofien originate despairing sentiments. Should he 
at any time express them, the sympathies of the disciples cf Christ ought- 
to be called into exercise. It were foolish and crue! to conclude a sfation 
untonable, or am adventure abort:ye, because existing aspects may have 
created temporary dismay; and still more so to censure a Missionary for 
having rot done what God alone can accomplish. The kingdoms of this 
world. must beco.ne the Lord's. Burmah shall as assuredly bow tothe Mes- 
siah as shall the United States, or Europe, or Hindoostan. God, in his 
providence, opens channels for the diffusion of his gospel; and in ways 
transcending all hu:nan calculation, levels mountainous impediments into 
plains. The Moravian Missionarics laboured long without any visible 
fruit. At the expiration of six years the Baptist Missionaries in Benga! 
were not satisfied that a solitary native had been converted toChrist. The 
preface to the 2d volume of the Periodical Accounts, relative to the Bap- 
list Missionary Society in Englund, contains the following impressive sen- 
timents : 

*“ As great things arise from small begicnings, so they commonly fetch 
acompass in their acco:nplisiment in some degree proportioned to their 
magnitude. God made a promise of a son to Abraham; but five and twen- 
ty years clapsed before ii was performed. . He also promised the land cf 
Canaan for a possession to his posterity: there the performance required : 
period of nearly 500 years. At the same time Abraliam was assured th: 
the Messiah should descend fromhis loins, and that in him all the nations of 
the earth shoul be blessec': this promise wes nearly 2000 years ere it came 
topass. Theso events rese:able the oval streaks in the trunk of a tree, 
which mark its annual growth; each describes a larger compass than that 
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“ There is something analogous to this in almost all the operations of 
grace. The heart of an individual is seldom if ever known to be effectu- 
ally renewed, without some preceding convictions; though those convic 
tions may have nothing in them spiritual in their nature. It is the same 
with u people. Thedry bones inthe valley were not immediately inspired 
with the breath of life, on the prophet’s prophesying upon them; but firs: 
there was a noise ; then a shaking ; then a coming together, bone to his bone ; 
then they were covered with sinews and flesh and skin ; and last of all, in 
spired with the breath of life, lived and stood up an exceeding great army.’ 

Information from different sources* has been communiceted io the Board 
that Mr. Felix Carey has seceded from the professed work of a Missionar 
in Burmah, and directed his views to medical and political pursuits. Le: 
no man of God be discouraged on this account. Such secessions may b 
expected while Missionaries are men of like passions with ourselves. I} 
requires the faith of 2 Moses to contemn the charms of a palace. Possi- 
bly the recedure mzy be only a transient one. Should it even continue, 
we are not warranted to suppose Mr. Carey an enemy. Ffe can neve: 
forget the prayers, the toils, the voluntary privations of. his excellent fa- 
ther. Though he sustain not the glorious character of « Missionary, h: 
influence at court may conduce, in cases of trial, ‘to the welfare of ou 
friends, should the horrid tortures of Burmah at any time threaten then 
He has had sufficient influence to obtain areprieve for a malefactor hangi 
upon across. The elevation of Hesther, without any design on her part 
effected the deliverance of the Jews. It ought not to be forgotten tha 
much has been done by Mr. Carey already. He has facilitated the futur 
labours of Missionaries by translating the gospel of Matthew into the Bur 
man language, and compiling for their use 2 comprehensive grammar an 
dictionary. 

On the determination of the Board to send out to brother Judson an 
wife at Rangoon, Mr. George H. Hough, his wife and two children, an: 
Mrs. White, they found considerable difficulty as tothe means of their con 
veyance.. Disappointed in their hopes of a passage by a New-Englan: 
vessel, they were at a loss in what direction to turn their inquiries—‘ 
kind Providence, at an unexpected moment, banished their solicitudes 
and offered an oceasion for gratitude and praise. Edward Thompson, Es: 
of Philadelphia, who, to the opulence of the merchant, unites the polit: 
ness of the gentleman, and the benevolence of a christian, was at ti 
tery time about sending two vessels to Calcutta: the Thomas Scattergo 
and the Benjamin Rush. On application to him for a passage, with 1 
same beneficent temper which the worthy Robert Ralsten, Esq. has o 
former occasions displayed, he offered the use of either of the vessels f th: 
Board free of charge. They were both newly copper-bottomed, and ea 
had gone only a single voyage. For beauty, strength, and facility of sail 
ing, they were surpassed by few, if any, in the Philadelphia harbor 
Some preference having been expressed for the Benjamin Rush, Mr. ‘] 
had new cabins fitted up. He supplied gratuitously all the previsions ns 
cessary for their passage. 

A few days before their sailing, onr beloved friends were commendc¢ 
to divine preservation at a public praye® meeting. Onthe 11th of Decem 
ber last, at the notice of a few hours, Mr. Hough, with his family, and 
Mrs. White, embarked in the steam-boat for Newcastle, and the day fo! 
lowing went on board the Benjamin Rush, and descended to Reedy Islan? 
About the 20th they put out tosea. Itis probable before the present time 


* A letter of instruct’ons ef brother Houzh and family, was written and presented man* 
mou'ths before the abovefiute!! gence arnved 
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they have reached Calcutta; at which place they are within a fortnight’s 
eail of Rangoon. 

As a small but very sincere testimony of the thanks of the Board, for the 
generosity of Mr. T. who not only has furnished a vessel on the present oc- 
casion, but offered his assistance at any future one, the Board of Missions - 
elected him an honorary member of their body, which relation he has 
had the goodness cheerfully te accept. May he receive an ample recom- 
pempense from the God of providence and salvation. 

The “ Instructions” given to our friends on their leaving their native 
skores, will be found in the subsequent pages. 

The Board have reviewed with sincere satisfaction the unwearied and 
successful exertions, during the year past, of brother Luther Rice, their 
agent. They can scarcely conceive the possibility of his having occupied 
asphere of greater usefulness. It is with real pleasure that they have ob- 
served, that the offered emoluments and honours of the presidency of a 
respectable University in Kentucky have not been able te divert him from 
his Missionary career. He is appointed, until the Convention shall meet, 
to continue bis endeavours to originate new societies, and to systematize 
measures for an easy and regular intercommunication between the Board 
and Mission Institutions. In his anticipated labours; he is affectionately 
commended to.the care of the Lord Jesus, and to the hospitable attentions 
and fraternal aid of all who long for the glory of the latter days. 

The contributions of the followers of Christ may be expected to bear 
some proportion to the magnitude of the object which invites them. Were 
the sending of two or three Missionaries to a distant region, all that was 
contemplated by the formation of Mission Societies, and by the Conven- 
rion of brethren from the different parts of the Union, subscriptions to an 
amount comparatively trivial, would be all that could be needed. The ge- 
nerous endeavours of the brethren throughout our Union, evince that their 
views are morecomprehensive. They appear to act on the principle, that 
the disciples of Christ ought not to calculate on rest from Missionary la- 
bour, until the knowledge of the Lord shall have covered the earth as the 
waters the sea. Their liberal contributions detailed in the treasurey’s ac- 
count, itis hoped, will increase and multiply. The Board ask their sup- 
port only in the same proportion as they shall find their benevolence devot- 
ed exclusively, and with conscientious care, to the honour of the Re- 
deemer. 

The Board are sensible, that the harvest truly is plenteous.. Not only 
are Missionaries wanting in lands involved in the darkness of heathenism, 
but also in those sections of our own country where labourers are not 
found. At the meeting of the Convention in May ensuing, it is believed 
that the propriety of origmating a Western Mission, on a large scale, em- 
bracing the country beyond the Missisippi, will engage the deliberations 
of its members. The promise must receive its accomplishment, that men 
shall “fear the name of the Lord from the West,” as well as “his glory 
from the rising of the sun.” ‘ They that dwell in. the wilderness shall 
bow before him.” 

The church of the Lord Jesus has lately, assumed an appearance she 
never before exhibited ; she has risen from the dust, and puton her beau- 
tiful garments. Every succeeding year supplies new and surprising intel- 
licence, as to the progress of Bible and Missionary institutions. The 
prayers of the saints are receiving abundant answers, and their labours 
are renewed. “ Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone 
doeth wondrous things, and blessed be his glorious name for ever, and let 
the whole earth be diled with his glory. Amen.and Amen.” 
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Extracts from the minules of the Meeting of the Board in 
New-York. 

June 20.—Resolved, that the itinerant services of our brother Luther 
Rice, asthe agentof this Board within the United States, in exciting the 
public mind more generally to engage in missionary exertions, and assist- 
ing in the organization of auxiliary societies for carrying the missionary 
design into execution, have been crowned with the happiest success, and 
are satisfactory to this Board. 

Resolved, that the said Luther Rice be continued, until the sitting of 
the Convention, the agent of this Board in the same zealous and faitlifal 
exertions within the United States; under such general advice and direc- 
tion as to the field of his itincrant duties, as from time to time shall be is- 
sued fo him from this Board. 

The cemmittee appointed relative to the subject of a mission westward, 
and beyond the Mississippi, beg leave to state, that in their opinion an ef- 
fort of this kind deserves an early and Zealous attention. They possess the 
persuasion that the ensting Convention wil? take the measure into serious 
consideration, and give to it that attention which its importance demands. 
The report was accepted. 

Resolved, that the Corresponding Secretary be, and he is hereby re- 
quested to address a letter to the American Board of Cominissioners for 
Foreign Missions, and also to the Baptist Missionary Society in England, 
inviting them respectively toa friendly and steady reeiprocation of reports, 
publications, missionary information, and mutual good offices in aid of our 
united efforts for the glory of God, and the everlasting welfare of immor- 
tal souls, 

Resolved, that the sum of 73 dollars, 3 cents, which has been received 
into the treasury of this Board for the special purpose of trans’ating the 
Scriptures into heathen Ianguages, and the further sum of 1000 dollars out 
of the finds of this Board be, and the same hereby is, appropriated for 
that purpose, by presenting the same to the Rev. Messrs. Wm. Carey, 
Joshua Marshman, and Wm. Ward, at Serampore, to be by them, and 
at their discretion, employed in the Scripture translations; and that the 
Treasurer of the Board be reqnired to pay per order those several sums to 
the Rey. Wm. Staughton, to be by him transmitted to the aforesaid gentle- 
men at Serampore, without delay, pursuant to the object of this resolution. 

Resolved, that having heard that an invitation has been presented to bro- 
ther Rice, to accept the Presidency of the Transylvania University, Ken- 
tucky, and possessing cvidence that from a principle of attachment to the 
missionary cause, he has declined accepting the appointment; this Boar 
declare the pleasure they feel in the occurrence, and their conviction that 
the glorious Redeemer will abundantly compensate every privation incurre: 
for the sake of His name. 

The committee appointed on the subject of conferring with brother Rice, 
as to the field of his labours during the current year, until the meeting 
of the next Baptist Convention for foreign missions, beg leave to state, 
that as soon as the Report is published, he proceed to Virginia, supply the 
associations with the report, and attend the General Meeting of Corres- 

ndence in North-Carolina, the Ist of* August, where he will enjoy faci- 

ities in supplying the asscciations in the latter state, and accomplislinz 
those objects of importance whiich circumstances may encourage. Let him 
attend as many associations in the south and west as may be in bis power, 
visiting, if possihle, St. Louis and its vicinity; and spend the winter firn 
ing mission societies, collecting monies, and effectuating arrangements for 
keeping up a regular intercourse between the Board and all the associstion< 
and mission societies in the United States. 
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Winle these general instructions are ofiered, the committee conceive 
that confidence should be placed in our brother Rice in making such inci- 
dental variations as the providence of God inay direct. 

Resolved, that a Ciren'ar be issued by the Correspondins Secreta- 
ry of the Board, addressed to the associations and mission societies, with 
a view of exciting their endevvours in the common cause, and facilitating 
their general wnity with t!s Board. 

Resolv ed, that 1000 dollars be ferwarded to Brethrea Carey, Marshman, 
and Ward, at Serampore, for the use of our missionary brethren Judson 
and Hough, and their families, at Rangoon. 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD. 

Rév. Themas Baldwin, D. D. President, Peston, Massachusetts ; 
Thomas Shiclds, Esq. 1st Vice-President, Philadelphia; Rev. Brrvise 
Allison, D.D. 2d Vice-Presilent, Burlineton, N. ad Rev. i¥iiiiam 
Staughton, D. * Corresponding Secretary, Philadelphia; Rev. - Hi titian 
White, A A.M. core ting Secretary, Philadelphia ; John Cauldwell, Esq. 
Treasurer, New- -Y ork. 

— 4 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


At a meeting of a number of gentlemen of Portsmouth, Oct. 
15, 1816, to consider if any measures, and if any what, should 
be taken to aid the funds of the Seinen Bible Society, it was 
thought something ought to be done. A committee was appointed, 
consisting of Deacon mos Tappan, the Rev. V. Parker, and the 
Rev. J. W. Putnam, for the following paper’ viz. 

1. To prepare an address to the public on the subject of Bible 
Instituti ons, to be inserted in the papers of the town. 

2. To engage the clergymen of the town and vicinity to address 
their several societies on the subject of the American Bible So- 
ciety. 

3. To circulate subscription papers, to solicit patronaze, either 
tothe A. B.S. or the N. H. Bible Society, the latter having be- 
come auxiliary to the former. 


—<>D4+s— 


At a meeting of a number of respectable inhabitants of the county 
of Madison, convened in the V illage of f Cazenovia, at the house 
of Wm. Hatch, innkeeper, on Tuesd: ry evening, the Ist of Octo- 
ber, 1816, for the purpose of taking into consideration the ex- 
pediency of forming a Bible Society. in this county. 

The hon. Perer Surrn, Esq. was called to the chair, and Col. 
Joun Lixscktagn, was chosen Secretary. 

The Rev. Mr. Brown, being present, was requested to open the 
meeting with prayer, after which, the Secretary read the address 
to the people of the United States, published at the formation of 
the American Bible Society, whereupon, various observations were 
made suitable to the occasion by the Rev. Mr. Brown, and Mr. 
Madock. When, on moticn, it was 

Resolved unanimoysly. That this mecting now organize itself into 


eh? 


2 county Bible Society, Auzrinery to the A merican Bible Society. 


: 
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_ The following persons were elected officers of the society to: 
the ensuing year, viz. 

Col. Joun Lincxraen, President. 

Hon. Perer Smitu, Esq. Vice-President. 

Rev. Joun Brown, Secretary. 

Perry G. Cuitps, Esq. Treasurer. 

The following address drafted*by a Committee consisting o; 

Messrs. Brown, Lincklaen, and John Peck, was presented at the 
meeting, on the following day. 


To the Inhabitants of Madison County, State of N. Y. 


You have heard much within a short period, of the efforts hitherto 
unequalled now making for the diffusion of Christian knowledge in 


every part of the world. Of the vast progress already attained to- - 


wards the accomplishment of this immensely desirable object, by 
the exertions of Bible Societies in the east, you have frequently 
been informed. To the existence and wisely directed efforts 01 
similar institutions in our own country, you have not, it is presumed, 
been strangers. Recently you have seen, and, as we would hope 
with joy too, inscribed on the annals of this nation, the name of th: 
American Bible Society. 

But, fellow-citizens, you have already been merely spectator: 
of such scenes too long. It is time that you become yourselve 
actors, and achieve something of the same character, of which 
ethers may be spectators. 

The preceding paragraphs inform you of the establishment of « 
society, auxiliary to the one last mentioned, intended for the whole 
of this county, whose sole object is ‘* to encourage a wider cireu- 
lation of the Holy Scriptures.” 

The design of this address is to solicit your co-operation, by be- 
comimg its members, and lending to its junds such aid as may b 
within your power. 

Your co-operation wm this respect is necessary. It is necessary 
withia our own limits, and in places immediately adjacent. Th: 
opinion very naturally and generally embraced, that all living in 
a Christian Country’possess the Holy Scriptures, is a great and dan- 
gerous mistake.—In parts of our land most highly favoured, and 
for the longest period too, with religious privileges, many, on in 
quiry, have been found destitute of these invaluable treasures. 
What, then, would be the result of a careful inquiry among our 
selves? Multitudes—yes multitudes, were such an inquiry to b: 
made, would, no doubt, be found without a Bible in’ their dwell- 
ings, on which they could lay their hand or fasten theireye! Noi 
would the fact be found the reverse beyond our limits. All r 
ports concur in representing the western and southern part of ou: 
country as being, in an alarming degree, destitute of the word 01 
life. And mere deplorable still is the condition of thousands and 
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thousands living to the north, and particularly to the west and south 
of the United States! And, if possible, far more wretched still is 
the condition of millions sunken in the darkness of paganism, 01 
bound in Mahommedan imposture. 

Your co-operation, therefore, is necessary—impgriously neces- 
sary. ‘There is among ourselves, ip other parts of our country, 
and through the greater portion of the world, a demand for Bibles 
which no existing establishments can supply. 

To put forth your exertions in behalf of the object of this Society 
fs your indispensable duty. Are we under obligations, so far as our 
abilities will admit, to feed the hungry, clothe ‘the naked, and com- 
fort the afflicted ; and, is it not equally our duty—nay, is it not far 
more our duty, so far as our ability will admit, to bestow upon those 
destitute of it, the gospel of the Grace of Geb Gospel that 
brings life and immort: lity to ase vealing a Saviour and what 
ever can cheer the life that now is, or the one which is to come 
Ah ! what must be the character of thot heart which can witness 
a neighbour living in ignorance—countrymen walking in darkness, 
and fellow creatures bowing down to idols, or settled in the most 
confirmed ee through the want of that light contained in the 
Bible, and yet have no sincere desire to bestow the sacred be- 
west !! 

Your exertions for a wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures, 
can be put forth wth far greater effect in unison with those of the 
American Bible Soc iety, than in any other way. By purchasing of 


that body the Bibles which you would distribute among destitute 

neighbours, you will obtain them ata price considerably reduced 

from what they can elsewhere be obtained, and by placing in their 

hands those sums which you would bestow on the destitute in re- 

mote places—the avails of your charity would be transmitted with 

iar greater facility, and w ith much less grPe nse than could possi- 
r 


bly be accor nplishe d by any care or exertionof your own. Your 
charity, therefore, would avail more, and with far less care and 
trouble to yourselves, by acting in a way of co-operation, than im 
any insulated or divided manner whatever. 

In concurring with our wishes, you will only act agreeably to the 
character of the times in which we live. The present is emphatically 
a period of exertion. Beneficent action rather than beneficent pro- 
fession, is now the prevailing criterion of Christian character. 
He who does not act in subserviency to the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom, let his -ligious creed or connexion be what 
it may, is no longer numbered among the righteous in the world 
The individual whose treasures are penurious!y withholden from 
benevolent objects, or grudgingly bestowed for their accomplish- 
ment, is, without hesitation, placed in the ranks of those who are 
seeking their own things and not the things of Christ. The inhabit- 
ants, therefore, of this county, in remaining only admiring spec- 
tators of the wonders of charity now wrought in the earth, would, 
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in the estimation of all enlightened appraisers of Christian charac- 
ter, only sit in the seat of those in whose hearts and lives the 
spirit of the gospel is a stranger. 

T’o the co-operation which we solicit, you are bound by the obliga- 
tions of gratitude Parents or benefactors, who are now perhaps i in 
the world of spirits, gave unto you the treasures which we solicit 
your aid in bestowing upon those who have neither parents nor 
benefactors to seek their spiritual welfare. Entirely within your 
own recollection also—the territory you inhabit was a field over 
which the eye of beneficence cast a compassionate look. Here Bibles 
in great numbers have been sent at the direction of Bible Socities. 

Your condition is now changed. ‘The lowling wilderness has 
become a fruitful field, and its inhabitants are generally able to 
bestow upon others the. charity which many of their own number 
once received. 

Fellow-<tizens—You now have an opportunity for expressing to 
the Supreme Disposer of events, your gratitude for all the means 
you enjoy for receiving and communicating good. The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof, and it %is ‘infinite condescension in 
him to fori any purposes dependent in their accomplishment on the 
liberal and beneficent exertions of his creatures. But such are his 
purposes respecting the universal diffusion of his truth. This truth 
must irradiate every clime, and be transiitied to every age, and 
human exertions :ust accomplish it. 

Come forward, then, with your aid—gladly and extensively co- 
operate * with the liberal and the good, with emperors on their 
thrones, and peasants in their cottages, in diffusing those ‘* leaves’ 
which are for the healing of the nations. 

Some of you are opulent. Plenty is in yourdwellings. From 
you much may be reasonably expected. From your abundance 
the treasury of the Lord must receive in. no small degree every 
year. 

Some of you, poor when you left the land of your nativity, have 
here risen to affluence. Providence has smiled upon your pursuits, 
and most which you have undertaken has prospered. Asan expres- 
sion of gratitude to that Providence, you are now under obligations 
to make remittances proportionate to your possessions, for the im- 
mortal welfare of the poor and destitute even in other lands. 

Some of you are in circuinstances less favourable. The exigences 
of the year demand most of what the year furnishes. But think not 
that you are exempt from the claims of those who are famishing for 
the bread of life. Their circumstances demand one Bible or more 
at your hands every yeam And this demand, without the least in- 
jury to yourselves or families, you can answer by retrenching only 
a little trom a few of the indu!gences which you now practise. 

Some, nay many of you, cre the professors of that religion whose 
essence and whose glory is, that charity which seeketh not her own. 
You we fondly expect will act in character, as the decided friends 
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of those Scriptures which, if your professions be not insincere, are 
the joy and the rejoicing of your hearts. No parsimonious or re- 
luctant giver will be expected or excused in your number. The 
spirit of Christianity will prompt you in behalf of such an object 
as the present—to exceed your ability rather than fall short of it— 
to cast all your living into the treasury of the Lord, ratherthan de~ 
posit nothing. 

And now, fellow-citizens, need further considerations in respect 
to any of youbeurged? If so, reflect one moment on the success 
which has already crowned the species of exertions we solicit, and 
the reward in store for those who, from proper motives, have put 
these exertions forth. 

Look to the British and Foreign Bible Society, an institution a few 
years since without existence. Already has it distributed more than 
a million of Bibles and Testaments, gladdening not only the British 
empire and other parts of Christendom, but many portions of 
the Heathen world with the fruits of its beneficence! Behold also 
the kindred Societies which it has been the means of forming, al- 
ready beginning to emulate it in exertion and usefuluess: How 
many have these efforts made the children of the light, who other- 
wise would have continued, and probably have perished in the do- 
minions of darkness. 

God is able to crown your efforts with similar success—but should 
he not, in making them in a proper mamner, you will not only 
perform your duty, but will be sure of a glorious and an eternal re- 
ward. The pencil of inspirationhath written—lIt is more blessed to 
give than to receive. He that watereth shall be watered also ‘hiin- 
self. The liberal deviseth liberal things, and by liberal things shall 
he stand. 


35+ 


New Missionary Establishment Proposed. 
Marietta, Sept. 26, 1816. 


Sirn—Viewing it of great utility, that Christian Missionaries act 
in concert; and, whereas no such concert is known in this Western. 
country ;—We, the subscribers, do respectfully submit to the con- 
sideration of the Missionary Societies in the Eastern section of the 
Union, the following Plan cf a Missionary Establishment for the 
State of Ohio. 

1. lt is recommended that all the Missionaries appointed to la- 
hour in this state, hold a General Meeting at Granville*, Licking 
county, on the first Wednesday of October, 1817. 

2, That each Missionary bestow his labours on such county, as 
shall be thought most advisable by the Establishment. 


* This is not only about the centre of that of the state, in point of ter- 
ritory, but also the centre of that part of the population of the state, 
which are most the objects of Missionary charity. 

* 
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3. There shall be, annually, at the seat of the Establishment, a 
General Meeting of the Missionaries, to make report of their la- 
bours and success for the past year; a summary of which shall be 
laid before the Societies supporting the establishment ;—and also to 
concert such measures as they shall deem best calculated to pro- 
mote the cause of religion within their own bounds. 

4. Should any Missionary of this Establishment act unbecoming 
the character of a Christian Missionary, it shall be the duty of this 
Establishment to inform the Society from which he was sent. 

5. Any Bibles or Tracts forwarded to the Establishment, shall 
be faithfully disposed of, agreeably to the wishes of the donors. 

6. In regard to church government, the Missionaries of this Es- 
tablishment are,to take for their rule, the plan jointly recominend- 
ed by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church and the 
General Association of Connecticut. 

7. Any Missionaries wishing instructions relative to their la- 
bours previous to the first General Meeting of the Establishment, 
can receive the same, on application to the Rev. Timothy Harris, 
ef Granville. 

The above plan, sir, is deemed best calculated to unite the ef- 
’ forts and secure the pecuniary aid of the people in this country, do 
lasting good, and prepare the way, by gathering churches and 
forming congregations for the permanent settlement of Gospel Mi- 
nisters. It will also open a more inviting door for the employment 
of ministers who have families, and afford them much encourage- 
ment. It is also thought advisable that a similar Establishment be 
formed in every needy state and territory, as early as possible ; 
that all Missionary Societies may know where to send their Mis- 
sionaries, and have them labour to the best advantage. 

Not knowing who the Secretary of the Massachusetts Missionary 
Society is, we beg leave, sir, to address this letter to you, with a 
request that you would lay it before the Board, Committee or Di- 
rectors of that Society as early as possible ; and also (in case the 
Foreign Mission Society are turning their attention this way) be- 
fore their honourable Board. By so doing, you will oblige 

Yours, &c. 
LYMAN POTTER, 
SAMUEL P. ROBBINS, 
TIMOTHY HARRIS, 
BURR BALDWIN, Missionary. 

P. 8. Possibly the publication of the above plan may be ot 
use. You are at liberty, sir, tomake any use of it, and also of the 
letter, that you may think proper. The country is deplorably des- 
titute ; and it seems as if something must be done. 

— 7. o- 
New-Haven Auxiliary Bible Society. 
From the Religious Intelligencer. 

On Thursday, the 17th inst. agreeable to notice, a number of gentlemen 

of this city, and of the adjacent towns, convened at the State-House, for 
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ihe purpose of forming a Bible Society for the city and county of New- 
Haven, Auziliary to the American Bible Society: when the following Re 
solutions were adopted as the Constitution of the Society. 

1. That the object and Constitution of the American Bible Society have 
the cordial approbation of this meeting. : 

2. That a Society be formed to be callé The Auziliary Bible Society of 
the city and county of New-Haven, for the purpose of co-operating with 
the American Bible Society in promoting the distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures both at home and abroad. 

3. That, conformably to the principles of the Parent Institution, the 
Bibles and Testaments to be circulated by this Society shall be without 
note or comment, and of the authorized version only. 

4. That all persons subscribing and paying one dollar per annum, or up- 
wards, shall be members of this Society; and that all who subscribe and 
pay 10 dollars at any onetime, shall be members for life. 

5. That the business of this Society shall be conducted by a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, Secretary, Auditor, anda Committee, con- 
sisting of twelve members. 

6. That every clergyman who is a member of this Society, shall be en- 
titled to attend and vote at the meetings of the Committee. 

7. That the Committee shall meet-once in two months, or oftener, on 
some day to be fixed by themselves. 

8. That the Committee divide this County into districts, and appoint two 
or more persons in each district, who may associate with themselves any 
subscribers for the purpose of soliciting subscriptions and donations from 
the inhabitants thereof; and that they establish proper agents and corres- 
pondents in different parts of the county. 

9. That the whole of the subscriptions and donations received by the 
Society shall be from. time to time remitted, after deducting incidental ex- 
penses, to the Parent Institution, in consideration of the advantages held 
out to Auxiliary Societies, viz.: thatall such societies shall be allowed to 
receive Bibles at cost from that Society for distribution within their own 
districts. 

10. That, for the still further promotion of the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures, it is expedient to encourage the formation of Branch Societies in the 
various towns or parishes within the County. Such branch societies and 
their members to be entitled to the same privileges from the Auxiliary So- 
ciety, as it, and its individual members, enjoy from the Parent Institution. 

11. That for the purpose of giving full effect to the benevolent design of 
the American Bible Society, the Committee shal! make it their business to 
inquire, what famihes or individuals residing within their several districts 
are in want of Bibles or Testaments and unable to procure them; and it 
shall be the duty of the Committee to furnish them therewith at prime 
cost, at reduced prices, or gratis, according to their circumstances. 

12. That all clergymen, or others, within the County, making ,collec- 
tions in their respective Societies in behalf of the institution, shall be enti- 
tled, on remitting such collections to the Treasurer, to receive Bibles and 
Testaments to an amount not exceeding one half of the said respective col- 
lections, estimated at prime cost, asshall be found to be needed by the 
poor in the vicinity; such return of Bibles and Testaments to be claimed 
within one year from the remittance of such collection. 

13. That a General Meeting of the members be held at the city of New- 
Haven the third Wednesday of October in each year; when the accounts 
shall be presented, the procee‘ings of the past year stated, officers chosen, 
a new Committee appointed, and a Report agreed upon to be printed un- 
der the direction of the Committee, and circulated among the members. 
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14. Voted, That this Society reserve toitself the right of becoming aux- 


iliary to the Connecticut Bible Society, whenever the latter Society shall - 


some auxiliary to the American Bible Society, on terms to be approved 

of by this Seciety. 
Officers for the present year. 

Rev. Tiniothy Dwight, B. D. Presidents 

Hon. Judge Baldwin, David Dagget, Dyer White, Rev. M. Gillet, Vice- 
Presidents. 

Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor, Secretary. 

William Leffingwell, Esq. Treasurer. 


Rey. Bezaleel Pinco, Rev. Erastus Scranton, Rev. Saul Clark, Rev. 


Jol Eliott, Rev. Zephaniah Swift, Mr. Benjamin Silliman, Mr. Jeremiah 
Day, Mr. Nathan Whiting, Mr. G. W. Stanley, Mr. James L. Kingsly, 
Eleazer loster, Esq. Samuel J. Hitchcock, Esa. Committee. 





The Female Bible Socicty of Boston has lately become Auxiliary to the 
American Bible Society. 


— DS 6c ; 
REVIVALS: OF RELIGION. 
Extract of a lelter to the Kditor of the Recorder, dated 
Locke, Cayuga county, New-York, Oct. 4, 1816. 

‘* The Lord, at the present time, is visiting this people ina 
wonderful and gracious manner. For several months past an in- 
creasing attention to religion has been gaining upon the minds of the 
people, about five or six weeks ago some instances of deep con- 
viction were witnessed in one part of the society, which, we 
hope, have terminated in saving conversion. Since then, the 
goon work has been progressing gradually, till within a week past, 

e Holy Spirit appears tohave been poured out upon us in a power- 


ful manner. About thirty are rejoicing in hope, and many more, 


are under very pungent convictions. Meetings are crowded, at- 
tentive, and a deep solemnity seems:to possess every mind.” 

«« A work of divine grace has, for some time past, been pre- 
vailing in Aurelius, in this county. Thirty, by the last intelli- 
gence, had been added to the church. Some months since, the 
town of Owasco, in this county, was favoured with an extensive 
revival of religion. The work was powerful, and appeared to be 
genuine. At the two last communions of the Dutch reformed church, 
more than a hundred were received to the church at each time.” 

s+ oo : 
’ CONVENTION OF EPISCOPALIANS. 

A convention of the clergy and lay delegates of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, within the States and parts of States, and the 
territories west of the Allegany mountains, is to be held in the 
Parish of St. John’s Church, at Worthington, in the State of Ohio, 
on Monday, the 21st inst. and the succeeding days ; for the pur- 
pose of erecting and constituting a regular diocese in the western 
country ; of selecting a suitable person for the Bishop thereof, and 
adopting a proper course of measures, that he may be ordained or 
consecrated, and set apart to his oflice ; of providing for -his sup- 
port and comfort: and generally, to transact such other business as 
the convention may think expedient and proper. 
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